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The Garden of Gethsemane
 
Holywood Studio:  Movie Workshop

Bible Text: Matthew 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-42, Luke 22:39-53

Key Verse:  Mark 14:36 -- “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this 
cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.”

Memory Verse:  Matthew 26:41 NIV  --  "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 

Purpose:  To learn more about the story of Gethsemane and how Jesus struggled 
with his future, was strengthened through prayer, and was obedient to God, his father.

Objectives for the Rotation:
After completing this rotation, the participants will be able to:

1) Name that the story is found in the New Testament Gospel of Matthew.
2) Retell the story of Jesus and his disciples’ experience in the Garden of 

Gethsemane.
3) Recognize that Jesus struggled with knowing the events that would come next, 

including his death.
4) Discover that Jesus used prayer to strengthen himself to accept and follow God’s 

plan and explore how we can use prayer to follow God’s plan for our lives.
5) Learn that the disciples intended to remain faithful, but were unable to do so and 

that we also fail in this way.

Materials:
• Bibles
• Pencils
• Large Print out of Key 

Verse and Memory 
Verse

• Faith Journal Sheets

• DVD of The video “Agony in the 
Garden” (from the series Jesus: A 
Kingdom Without Frontiers by CCC)

• Popcorn
• Bean Bag
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Teacher Preparation in Advance:
• Read through the Bible Background information for this Rotation
• Watch the Bible Study Video found on our website at www.gloriadeikids.org
• Learn the memory verses.
• Visit the room ahead of time to become familiar with how the equipment works.
• For your reference: “Teaching with Video” by Neil MacQueen, Sunday Software, 

http://www.sundaysoftware.com/video-tips.htm
• Preview the video so you can utilize two of Neil’s key showing tips:

• Use the PAUSE button at key places. It's your most powerful "video" 
teaching tool, not only to make sure they get it, but to give their brains time 
to process what they've just seen before they move on. Some kid’s videos 
are breathless in pace.

• Don't be afraid to view an important scene a second time. Kids (and adults) 
watch movies over and over all the time. Point out facial expressions, 
reactions, things happening in the background, etc.

Arrival Setup:
•  Prep Popcorn, if not using pre-popped bags.
•  Turn on the equipment and insert the DVD.  To save time, forward the movie past 

the scrolling words at the start.  The first scene will be of The Last Supper.  The 
portion of the movie you will be showing is 16.5 minutes long.

Lesson:
Greet your students warmly, introducing yourself and any other new students or 
adults present. Welcome everyone to the Movie Workshop.

Distribute Bibles to each child or to children to share.

Discuss:
We are in the season of Lent. Who knows what Lent is?
 
At Christmas, as we get ready for Christmas, we celebrate the season of Advent. 
Advent prepares us for Christmas.
 
Lent is the 40 days before Easter and prepares us for Easter.
 
Where in the Bible would we find stories to help us prepare for Easter? (New 
Testament, Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)
 
Help children find Matthew 26:36-56.  Even though we are not reading the scripture, 
it is a good exercise to locate the story. 
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Agony in the Garden:
Today we are going to watch a movie about some of the events that took place 
during Holy Week.  What is Holy Week?  The week leading up to Easter.  Why is it 
called Holy Week?  Accept answers.

What are some events that happened this week?  Accept answers - Here are some things 
the students might recall:  Palm Sunday, Jesus and the money changers in the temple, anointing with 
oil, foot washing, the Last Supper, Jesus Prayed and was arrested in Gethsemane, the disciples falling 
asleep in the garden, the rooster crowing three times and Peter’s denial of Jesus, Judas betrayal with 
a kiss and thirty pieces of silver, Jesus trial, and carrying the cross to his crucifixion, Jesus dying on 
the cross, His body being placed in a tomb, the stone and guards in front of the tomb... 

This movie follows the story of Jesus as it is written in the Book of Matthew.  You will 
see the chapter and verse numbers in the bottom right hand corner as the movie 
plays.   It starts with Jesus and the disciples at The Last Supper.  The movie is called, 
“Agony in the Garden.”  What does “agony” mean?  (extreme physical or mental 
suffering)  Let’s watch and pray:

Dear Lord, Bless us now as we watch this account of the events that took place so 
that we may be forgiven.  Thank you for your great love for us.  Amen.
 
Play the video from the beginning (skip the title and lead in)

Reflecting and Closing:
• Why do you think this movie is called, “Agony in the Garden”?  Explore how 
different characters might have been experiencing agony:  Jesus, Peter, Judas, the 
ones who fell asleep, and the other disciples etc....

• When Jesus was praying, what did he pray for?  Why?  How did he show 
obedience to God even though He was in agony?

• Do you pray to God when you are upset or scared, like Jesus was?  Why or why 
not?  Jesus shows us that it’s okay to pray to God about anything and everything.  

• If you were Jesus in the garden, what would you have felt like? Why?

• How do you think Judas was feeling?  Did you notice that even though Jesus knew 
Judas would be the one to betray him, Judas was still welcome at the table?  This is 
important for us to remember.  Even when we mess up, we are welcome.  Jesus’ love 
is for all people.

• If you were one of the disciples and denied Jesus, what might you have felt like? 
Why?  When might some times be that people today deny Jesus?

•  Why Jesus died on the cross?  
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Hand out the Faith Journal Sheets:
Talk through possible responses.  If there is not time to work on the Faith Journal 
Sheet in class, encourage students to work on it through out the week.

Close with Prayer:
Thank you, God, for sending us Jesus so that all of us – Peter denying Jesus three 
times, Judas betraying Jesus, and us with the wrong things we’ve done – can be 
close to God.  Amen.

Filler Time: Beanbag Toss
If you have time, use the following to help the children learn the Bible verse.
As you toss a bean bag to each team member, the team member holding the bean 
bag must say the next word in the key verse.
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